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 Invasive species are a primary threat to Hawaii’s agriculture and economy.  The 

coffee berry borer (Hypothenemus hampei) is a significant coffee pest in Hawaii and the 

world.  The extension of the subsidy program and program manager position will allow 

the Department to continue to support coffee farmers by partially offsetting the costs of 

purchasing certain pesticides that contain Beauveria bassiana as an active ingredient 

for control of coffee berry borer, and certain fungicides, such as Priaxor Xemium in 

order to control coffee leaf rust to mitigate the damage these organisms cause to the 

coffee beans and plants. 

 

 Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this measure. 

 

 The Department strongly supports this bill.  
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Comments:  

Aloha Chair Gates, Vice Chair Kahaloa and members of the House AGR Committee: 

Since 2010 Hawaiian Coffee has been plagued by Coffee Berry Borer (CBB) and most recently 

Coffee Leaf Rust (CLR). At the onset of CBB, the State's willingness to support Hawaiian 

Coffee growers through this subsidy program helped keep the industry alive while the farmers 

learned how to deal with finding reasonable control methods. It took CBB 10 years to find its 

way from Kona to the remainder of the island growing areas. Most of those areas did not need 

the subsidy program, but now they do. 

Please help by supporting this bills' movement forward. 

Mahalo for the opportunity to testify. 
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Comments:  

Chair Gates and Members of the Committee: 

I am a coffee farmer in Holualoa in the North Kona District and I strongly support SB743. 

Coffee is one of Hawaii's most famous agricultural crops. 

However, with the introduction of Coffee Berry Borer into Hawaii in 2011 and the introduction 

of Coffee Leaf Rust in 2020, Hawaii's coffee production is under serious threat of collapse. 

While the Hawaii Department of Agriculture seeks to determine how these pests were introduced 

into the State and determines how their effects can be effectively mitigated, it is important that 

the pesticide subsidy program for combating CBB and CLR be extended to safeguard the 

continued existance of coffee as a viable crop in Hawaii. 

Please pass SB743. 

Thank you. 

Bruce Corker, Rancho Aloha Coffee Farm 
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RE:		Support	for	SB743		
RELATING	TO	COFFEE	PEST	CONTROL	
HDOA;	Coffee	Berry	Borer;	Coffee	Leaf	Rust;	Pesticide	Subsidy	Program;	Appropriation	($)	
	
Aloha	Chair,	Vice	Chair	and	Committee	Members,	
	
The	Synergistic	Hawai‘i	Agriculture	Council	(SHAC)	stands	in	support	of	this	Bill.		Our	
consortium	represents	1,500	coffee,	macadamia,	papaya,	and	floriculture	agribusinesses.	
SHAC’s	growers,	processors,	and	shippers	stretch	across	the	State.		
	
Economically,	many	smaller	farms	struggle	to	keep	up	with	the	cost	burdens	that	the	
invasive	Coffee	Leaf	Rust	and	Coffee	Berry	Borer	has	generated.			This	subsidy	increases	
the	participation	of	growers	in	pest	management	and	has	made	control	much	more	
effective	regionally.		By	lowering	the	cost	of	the	product,	more	growers	are	likely	to	treat	
the	pests,	and	the	overall	quality	of	the	crop	increases.			
	
For	every	$50	in	subsidy	costs	spent	per	acre,	approximately	$600	in	improved	crop	value	
is	returned	to	the	farmer.		This	has	the	potential	to	increase	income	by	up	to	$2.4	million	
across	our	Kona,	Ka’u	and	Maui	coffee	communities.		The	University	of	Hawaii	estimates	
that	each	agricultural	dollar	circulates	11	times	through	the	community,	via	local	wages,	
goods	and	services.		Supporting	ag	is	good	for	the	economy.			
	
Thank	you	for	considering	support	to	this	bill.	Your	attention	makes	a	difference	in	the	
lives	of	hundreds	of	farmers.		
	
Mahalo	nui	loa!	

	
	
Suzanne	Shriner	
Administrator	
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Comments:  

I support extending the sunset date for the Coffee Berry Borer Pesticide Subsidy Program to 

6/30/2025 and the program manager position, including the position's civil service and collective 

bargaining laws exemption, to 6/30/2026. I support the appropriation of funds for the operation 

and implementation of the Pesticide Subsidy Program to be effective 6/14/2023, provided that 

the appropriation shall take effect on 7/1/2023. 
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Jacqueline Wikum Mai Mahealani Farm Support 
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Comments:  

Coffee leaf rust is incredibly expensive to treat.  Please continue supporting the subsidy. 

Thank you 

Jacque Wikum 

President 

Mai Mahealani Farm 
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Comments:  

Coffee leaf rust is incredibly expensive to treat.  Please continue supporting the subsidy. 

Thank you 

Jacque Wikum 

President 

Mai Mahealani Farm 
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RE: Support for SB743 
RELATING TO COFFEE BERRY BORER 
Department of Agriculture; Coffee Berry Borer; Coffee Leaf Rust; Subsidy Program; 
Appropriation ($) 
 
Aloha Chair and Committee Members, 
 
The Kona Coffee Farmers Association stands in dedicated support of this Bill. We represent. 
over 180 farms in the Kona districts and our mission is to protect the economic interests of 
our growers. 
 
The coffee berry borer (CBB) is a devastating invasive pest. Economically, many smaller 
farms struggle to keep up with the cost burdens that CBB and coffee leaf rust has 
introduced. This subsidy increases the participation of growers in pest management and 
has made control significantly more effective regionally. By lowering the cost of the 
product, 
more growers are likely to treat the pest, and the overall quality of the crop increases. This 
benefits the state in added income to its resident farmers as well as added tax revenue. 
With coffee leaf rust, our organic farmers struggle with a lack of available fungicides. 
Research has shown that proper soil health management can possibly reduce the need for 
fungicidal sprays. The KCFA respectfully requests that a soil health subsidy be included 
with the pesticide program. 
 
My family has a small working coffee farm in Captain Cook and like other members of KCFA 
we would like to thank you for considering support to this bill. Your attention makes a 
difference in the lives of hundreds of farmers. 
 
Mahalo nui loa! 
 

 
 
Mark Petersen 
President 
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Comments:  

While we have seen some improvements in the area of CBB with avrious pesticides, we 
desperately need to contiunue our studies. With the new CLR invasion sweeping the Big Island 
we now have a two front battle. Extending the sunset date for the coffee berry borer and coffee 
leaf rust pesticide subsidy program to 6/30/2025 and the program manager position, including 
the position's civil service and collective bargaining laws exemption, to 6/30/2026 is something 
that we must consider to continue this battle. 
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Comments:  

Aloha Chair Gates and Vice Chair Kahaloa 

  

Thank you for hearing this very important bill. We coffee farmers are greatly in need of these 
subsidy funds.  The costs to spray the coffe are unbearable. We must spray every 21 days to be 
effective.  We would also like it if the subsidy could include fertilizers to increase the health of 
the plants, and fight the disease.  

Please pass this bill.  

Mahalo, 

Una Greenaway 

Kuaiiwi Farm 
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Comments:  

Please support SB743 SD1. 

 



SB-743-SD-1 
Submitted on: 3/20/2023 6:11:24 PM 
Testimony for AGR on 3/22/2023 10:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Testify 

Franz Weber Individual Support Written Testimony 
Only 

 
 
Comments:  

This is crucial for the livelyhood of the Kona Coffee Farmers, as individuals as well as an 
industry 
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Comments:  

I am the owner of Uluwehi Coffee Farm, a new farm my wife and I started in 2018 in Holualoa. 
At the time we started the farm, no one was talking about the CLR and how it could be such a 
major problem for coffee farmers. We have invested our savings into this project but the CLR 
has significantly impacted our plans, impacting our projected yield and requiring us to invest in 
spraying equipment and products we did not plan on acquiring. Although we have applied for the 
subsidy program, we have yet to receive any money from the program but are heavily relying on 
it for the years to come until a better solution is identified to address CLR and CBB. Thank you. 

Franck Carisey 
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Comments:  

I support this measure.  
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